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Efefting with great "reſentment onthe juft\com- 
plaints of the Land-lords and Tenants of this Na- 
tion ,, who attribute one. of the greateſt .originals. of . 
their miſery to the cheapnes of their VVooll ; T began 
zo think, of ſome remedy to this diſeaſe; ahich tho 
"tis not in my power to cure, yet to propoſe the 
means to ſuch as can, 1 am not forbid. But jind- 
ing, my deſign oppoſed. by ſeveral Pamphlets unger 
the name of W. C:; and chiefly by one he calls En- 
- 'olands Intereſt. T Zave.here indeauour'd to | Witt 
now his handful of Corn from the abundance of thaff's; 
and reducing his whole. diſcourſe to a few propoſttions, 
with ſome objefions and. .anfwers.; bt do Ars 


's grant hin CA whip filow. | Tor 


1. FNINCE the © time - E.*; «3 he founder. es Jos 
2 Woollen-mannfacture )- the trade of Wool. hath 
bin one. of the cheifeft richesof this Nation :- it ems 
_ ploies many perſons, brings mady profitable returns, 


encreaſes the Shipping, '8&Cc« 


| 2, On the contrary, the- diminution of this No FIG is 
diſadvantagious to many families:and to:ithe,Nation ; by 
not making; the greateſt Adaranage of the ſuperfluity of A Na- 
tive commodity, &c,. and tho-this be gratited ,; . 
. + Yet Icannotacknowledpethat a Manufacture makin 
| -fewer/paos.; -but- rather:the- contrary 3 Bor:tho-1tfers: the 


-., pogr.o0n work where;it, #indsithenn,: yet ar:draws Lill- mote. 


. £0, the place: and their: allow wages ſo:mean; thar 
they are only preſerved from ſtarving whilſt they' can 
TEM UNIVERSITY)  A2 work ; 
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. work; when Ages Sickitefs, 'o6-thathie FRE tf RIM 
. their Wives, or their Children arc > ICY \T04 monly lefe- 
_ upon the Pariſh, Which'is the reaſon why thoſe Towns ( as 

in the Weald of Kent ) whence the Clothing: 19 departed , 

have fewer poor then they had before," 

3. The profit arifiag by the Tranſportation of 2 Manu- 
fatture is much greater ( ſappoſi ng equal vent) then that of 
unwrought materials. Art increaſing the value ſo much as 
the thing wrought is more uſeful; and the working labori- 
ous. 

4. The tranſportation of Wool is a benefitto 'others (as 
all things vented. to. forreiners are, who 'elſe; would: not buy 
them ) it encreaſeth their. manufaQures, giving other Na- 
tions the advantages we wiſhto our ſetves; and particular- 
lytic \ much -profits the French , helping them to work out 
Their own courſe Wool, '&C. 

5. It wete therefore to- be wiſhed and all nn. ought 
tobeulſed, thar our ſuperfluous wool- (which weſpendnotour 
ſelves) might be vented in, Manuftactare,and not. in theCrude 


material, Tho I cannot bE informed , this was ever yetdone in , 


England, yet Iwiſh honeſt induſtrious workmen would bring 
ito paſs: 


11./But all theſe being granted, the queſtion ill remains; 
Laier, , fince the manufaCture' of 'our ſuperfluous _ wool. 


cannot: be 'vended abroad;/:it* wete not better topermit the 
Wool unwrought to be tranſported , with ſuch limitations 
As _ be leaſt detrimental'ro the Kingdom 2 _ 
' And thigwe affirm. '- 1115 phi 
Nevains; .otherwile 'a' profitabl6 Soana6d 5 will: be ut- 
| terly waſted ; andifo not the manufaQurer only, but the Far- 
mer-and> Land-lord alfo,, will:be'fo-very much damnified ; 


«that: the! one 1cannot pay his rentynor” the other Vſiſtain - the 


Taxes; And:is notthis.the:cheifeſt; iF:Hotthe ſole, reaſon of 
-finking marr 4g eo nah; Pirmes, aſd tis Panſcry ofthe 
azhole Country : F 0005518 On 
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"Now TO RO. + 16 bo Sig rand interelf. of Adpiiton 
_ to preſeryethe&Nobility,, . GamfF-andrhoſe io whon'the 
Tn of this. \Country; beiany I 'atc leaſt )nwuch prearer 4 
thera few Artificers. emplayec 49 workidg the/ſu erflui- - 
we he? - ty ofour Wool, or rhe: Merchants who-gain obyzche expor- 
| - . ratian of cor. mannfacture.4 i8:manifoſt,2: 7,” Becaufethey 
- are Maftersand proprietagies of the: foundatioil of altche 
wealth in this Nation , all pygfit arifing our'of the Ground, 
which is theirs. 2. Becaulg they''bear all: the: Taxes" and 
© -pablick: burthens :' whieh 1 ckruthe: are, only) an co 
| ho bay and {ellnot z. all/felers raiffng #he-pri Tang 
Br axpntaoining,” or ke ch goailineraccon 
| Fingreas _— w/ ich 
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many - Peop e re "Hs 
apors Cloth-working; -#:] Gai 
- bear all Magitraviewandpr its ET (nowbacken 
| - ſome ſoever): anudare:the-pntye 

| * which would. follow upp oy” 
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| _- ochrmuſtiwa _ 0 £ mÞ ge provoaed hep ) Hf pines A 
w- Land 40-E and mat (Y 
- -: Jene! whiaht proghcedt Mn Colonel ding corgre | 
!:-:fronw Marneffrofies ac 0 longeruthen pg et) | 
: conſequently *Wp Ta :p. 68 , *_ {a Sh 0h. -Afe / 
|... Lands and: ever:/prope rh pits Rene; 
!-rtanneroftaxing y tel pry lat 
mauch-to>the advantags :aftithe L __ 
» _icpr "Ob the/Conntry: Ks oh 


& when tliey:| came in 10't I > ing Cotte 15 

-fargewof the:King IOW 4 n : LP EY. ; Fro !: 
a7; axes .uſt be till oftng zrevey 
yet{mone: ingreafolls 3. one --þ Pio 
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.1niſhed-z;-and he muſt/pay the more , the more he is diſabled. 

+ Achafd: caſe ,- yet 'inevitable, . unleſs the K7ng. and Parli- 
> amentipleaſc'to: apply a ſpeedy remedy. Thus muffour 
- | Nability;and Gentry be forced tolive at a meaner rate(who 

- Jive alas'too meanly in'their Countries already): break up 
+ Houſe-keeping, maintain fewer Servants, leſs Hoſpitality, 
 &Cc + Whictrhas already formewhat, and will in; time, as 

emtnently;: lefſen the Kingdomas tranſportation of Wool, 
.- or perhaps any-one thing can do. : . 
-/,/2. By hindring exportation of Wool, pray y'-confder the 
great:ilo{s this poor:Nation ſuſtains; {1 ſhall inſtance in Rom- 
ny and: its neighbouring levels-which contain about - 44p00 

Acres ;.each':acre;one' with another; :1n. Romney-Mar /h 
feeds three: \Sheep Cbeſides other Stock.) at the leaft,, fup- 
poſe then we; rate thewhole Level thus ; there will be found 
132000 Sheep:;whereof 300 fleeces will at the leaſt make 4. 
Packs df::go0d: Wool {240 pound to the. Pack: ; fo: then 
theretaro yearly thome-4460, Packs; each of which were , 
formerly ;:.conſtantly. ſold for 'r2 porn In the year, 1647. 
(whenexportationof Wool was firſt prohibited: ):it was-fold 

for :15.pound; the year after'( by reaſon 'of the great Rot ad- 

dell to the mighty deftruQion:of Shetp'iin the Wars ) it; was 
fold for 16. poundper Pack. bur the mortality:of Sheep be- 
ing recoyered, yet the prohibition contitmings Wool has al- 
moſt every -year) ſince abatedof its price/z-and. now there are 


divers: perſons ; who:have' 4/:4andfome 5.”/Years Woobupon 


eheir hands; not beingable roger above 4-or 54 per pound that 
155;-4'0r5: poand a/Pack for it; and Tſhear it has been. ſold 
this very Year 'in-ſome places-but for g,pound:ro*: per Pack. 
Thus.by the moſt modeſt computation, and-ſuch as no Man 
can gaineay,-thete/is loſt upon every;Pack.of Wool7 pound. 
whith; ſuppoſing all the-Wook of that! Level1ſold', it.isevi- 
dent-12320.' pound is quiteloftevery yeatin thatlligtle:place 
onky:which'is very' hear'6 s/ 07 Acre throo the whole'Level, 
loſt 'in the Rent; By:which* pray'y gadge how -many/Milli- 

gotta ons 


Y 


('B) 
ons' are yearly loft throo-:all ##8/andby this-wattof alimited 
exportation. 'Who:thencan ſhewb :mach cruelty astoblame 
poor [Peoples who!to prevent:{Ome' of this*damage 004d; 
venture to! help-theinſelves. by exportation?:iths they:had 
much-rather be content-witl:; a;moderate;price rintheir own 
Country. TIO} LO 2201112 2& lomils Hoo V/ 110 

Andtraly tis no wonder that 7# C\, complains ofthe 'diffi- 
culry .and impoſlbility of hindring Exportation; ” 0g glories 
of his diligence-in ruining:fo many poor arid jndutttious Per 
ſons for doing what he:confefleth jjmpoſſible to: hinder, : Bir 
our Saperiours may: conclude, fince tif either :impoſſible; 6r 
extream ditficult, to hinder Expoctation, andthatthereniay 
ariſe troubles (as ſome have been killed ) for indeavouring it, 
it ismnch better and more-natural to permit”! Exportation 
under the moſt advantageoustermsitheir wiſdom ſhall-think 
ft. :. For in truth is'irinotvery:iabfurd toimaging}thap be. 
cauſe:we cannotmake: ſo: much of: our Wi odlas-poſiitbl nay 
be: made; 'that therefore: AE DON it? like 
{ome perverſe and obftinate;Lait-lords, who.chaſewrather to 
looſeall 'theirRentthen abate rhe leaftpartrofity lo 7 5: 
/ 3; Alimited Exportdtion-wiltibe more fod the adyanta oe'of 
omrown Woollenatrade, ::and/lefsfar thatbeypoiid Sea';/ then 
the hindring' of it has been.” , For” if ſtrangers'might' come 
hither to huy: the Wool, tho-they bought: greater quanti- 
ties; yet ſhould they. pay deanerfor'it the rhey-240) atopre. 
nts; and bhe:dearer their Commodities dre; theideiret mnt” 
they: tell: their\manufaRturey confequettly the! more ea filly 
we mayibeat them outoftheir Trae. .Forwheniqy poor Mah 

Cnone/elſe mow! will xenture>to tranfport'it')vcomes with + 

traight of Wodlinto Fraxce orelfe where, they make him take 

their own. price'for/ity; his neceffities and'his'danjfer forbid 

Dj Ca —— Marchandizeagweltasdtaydig there to 

cootendotot a'better-price:1 bur being: flehdetly: paid? for 

his charges; -and -littte':0#-nbthing-for: his ipains' as hazard, 
returming' thinks be: comes 'off very'well whit Kindiſcovered. 
29H | yer. 
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(Yet to have the:names of iMerchants\i andto. gain perhaps 
Jomtimes more then xy2%a daytolivewith:moteeaſe tho with 
greater hazzatd-; :polibly:ſomie may; ſtill be:invited to con- 
tinvethis waffick notwithſtanding: any thefevereſt probibitis 
ON): Afterthis:manner ſtrangers now, and will hereatter, have 
our Wooll almoſt as cheapas our-ſelves can buy it, But were 
the T rade.laid open, Eng1l//hmen might ftill buy:their wooll ar 
realonabtk prices ,: bur :ttrangersimuſt pay the dearer for it:: 
as thecuſtome:; Oiticers fees 5ifraight ij: factorage;;and other 


-Cbarges-ambunviinttec; which willperhaps beegual tothe firſt 


pennyiparddiforthe: Wool itfetf.c i Thus ftrangers ſhal-pay 
twice-asmuchifor ouriWoolt as the: Engti fictothicr:,, who 
therefore\may. underfel them, and make more advantage in 
the price of his-Cloth by 'the:exportation of Wooll ,; then e- 
ver:begid by. the-probibitiowotit ph om oo 001 
| q«i My: ngxtireaſon:dgainſt the hindring:Exportation of 
-Woolds}becaide by our forefathers it:aever was prohibited, 
ynleG6:upon-ſoute>great: octafion z and;for ſome ſmall 'time;, 
till; Azn0.1647. cand  then'-4lſo:upon pretence.; that there was 
not Wool exqugh::tof furniſh our own:heveſfities. Which {if 
rae ): might be becauſe of the greatideftrytion::of :Sheep: by 
the Wars. Yet there feemsto/be::an otherigroiind for thatatt: 
The government of that time, having been allifted inthe civil 
Wars by great numbers of the Waoll-workmen, (who: liked 
much, better to Rob!, and plunder for halte-a:icrown- a day', 


"then toile iat;a melancholy:-work for; fixpencea day ): toin- 


courageand reward:them,Iſay, & to:weakenthe Gentry they 
made: this prohibitiofi. Butto makethis reaſon good, let us 
run oyer the whole Hiſtory ,;:oras'imuch.as wecan finde', 'ei- 
ther in our Acts of Parliament or creditable Hiſtorians con- 
cerning this Wooll buſineſs, withall convenient brevity. ' - 
-  $+-1. Tho: there were ſeveral ordinances concerning Woolf 
in other Kings Reigns,, yet the Prince didihot feriouſly: be- 
gin-to/ſer himſelf to make;the beft advantage 'of Wool till 


were 


the ninth of £d#ard thethirdjat which timeall Woolk-workets | 


\ 
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were invited to come and ſettle in Zxg/and, to have places 
allign'd them, many privileges and liberties granted, and wa- 
ges from the King, till they could gain alivelyhood by their 
art &c. whereupon many Zlemings and others, chiefly Subjects 
to the Duke of Burgundy, repaired hither , and ſet up the ma- 
nufature of Woolin England. | 
FC. 2. 11. E. 3. Cc. 4. It was made felony to carry Wool out 
of the Realm, till otherwiſe ordain'd. This prohibition ( ſaith 
Feed ) was made to ſhew the Flemingsthe neceſlity they had 
of leaguing with England, as ſoon atter they did; and the pro= 
hibition was taken off. or, as Waljmgham faies, to * humble 
the Flemings ; qui plus ſaccos quam Anglos venerabantur. The 
ſame year it was enacted ( no doubt tor the better vendin 
their Wool, the Exportation whereof being prohibited, made 
it of ſmall value at home ) that none ſhould wear other then 
Eneliſh Cloth;Excepr the King, Queen,and their Children. But 
perſons-of ſuch degrees might ute forein furs, and face part 
of their garments: with Silk, Alſo that no 4». ey Cloths 
ſhould be brought into England; and that forein 1-work. 
ers ſhould have ſeveral priviledges. Whereupon (ſaies Speed ) 
many preſently came over. . 

F. 2. 14. E, 3. Was granted to rhe King the 9 Lamb, g's 
Fleece, and 9* Sheaf for two Years: alſo 40* upon every 
ſack of Wooll and 40s upon every 300 Woolfels tranſpor- 
ted: ( ſome fay alſo thatnot long before this, was grauted 
to the Azng halt the Wooll'of the Communality,”and nine 
marks upon' every ſack of Wool of the Clergy.) By theſe 
great ſubſidies-it is probable, the King had great quantity of 
'Wooll upon his hands : andabout this time the K7zng ſent the 
Biſhop of Lincoln into Flanders with 10000 ſacks of Wooll 
which he fold for 20 pound ſterling a Sack.' ( Kn:ghton.) And 
in his fifteenth year ordained, that no Merchant or other 
thould carry any Woolls out of the Realm till after Mzchae!- 
mas ( by which time tis probable he had fold'his own; ) but 
after thatevery Merchand , Stranger., or other, might tree- 
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1y buy and export his Wooll,paying the due cuſtomes; and that 
thoſe, who had Woolls, ſhould be compelled to tell them 
according tothe price aud ſort, in the Country ; to accom- 
pliſh the Wools granted to the Azug , which afterwards was 
diſanulled. 6 

F$.4.23.E. 3. The K7ng ftopt the Woolls in the land ill the 
Merchants had fined with him for the ſame. ( Hulznſh. ) 26. E. 
3. the ſtaple was brought to Londow, tothe loſs of the Mer- 
chands but advantage of the A7ug who gotby ir 1200 pound 
thatyear. Anighton. 

S. 5. 27. E.3. This year a great advantage befel the Nation 
for ( becauſe the young Earle of Flanders maried not with the 
K7ng's Daughter, as he had promiſed; bur with the Daughter 
of France: or becauſe the Flemings obſerved not the agree- 
ments, which the A7zg made in the life-time of Fagues de Arte- 
ville who procured of the K7ng that the Marts might be kept 
in ſeveral 'Towns in Flanders) the King removed the: Staples 
and Marts of wooll from the Earls Towns, eſtabliſhing them 
in ſeveral Towns of Enzland: Newcaſtle z Canterbury, &C. 
Some of which, not being Port-Towns, he afterwards chang- 
ed for ſuch: and withall regulated the wholetrade with cer: 
rain ordinances; for which I refer youto the'Statutes, 

$. 6.27. E. 3. 508 were given the Ang by AQ of Parliament 
on every ſack of wooll tranſported. By: which grant it was 


thought the Aug receaved 1000 marks per dem, Holin. 


$. 7.37. E.3. The Staple was removed to Calice; putting 
the Town into the hands. of certain Merchants, ( that the 
Trade might be the more fecure;for them. ) And not long at- 
ter it was again returned to Towns in: Engtand; but molt of 
them Port-Towns, for it was very ulual.to remove the Staples. 
Helin. 38. Ed. 3. was granted to the King 265-84 of every 
ſack of wooll tranſported for 3. years. 

F. 8. What was ordained by our ſucceeding Princes was 
either in conformation or regulation of what was already eſta- 
bliſhed : according to the advantage of the A;zg and People : 
But 
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But rhat is very remarkable which is recorded. by Hen. de 
Knighton 14. R. 2, beinga caſe ſomewhat like ours at this pce- 
ſent, He, deſcribing a great dearth and calamity of the poor 
inthis Nation, tho there was Corn enough laid up in private 
hands to ſerve the whole Nation five years; neither was the 
Corn then at any extraordinary price: at laft gives the rea- 
ſon of it to be want of money , and this he aſcribes to the not 
vending our wooll, whereof he ſaies ſome men had 3,others 
4 years, wooll upon their hands: tho now there be many 
who have 5 years-wooll unſold. And this came to paſs, faith 
he, becauſe the Engliſh Merchants were forbid tranſporting 
wooll: wherefore the year following liberty was granted them 
to tranſport wooll whither they pleaſed. In thoſe daies, ſaith 
he, wooll was. ſocheap thata ſtone of the beſt choſen wooll 
was ſold for 38 and in Lezfter for 25 or 20% pence. Now three 
ſhillings in thoſe daies was as much as 95 at preſent ; and there- 
fore dearer by 35a ftone then it is ſold for at preſent, 6s being 
a good pricear this time. X | 

FS. 9g. 8. #.5. Anadt was made to regulate the Merchand- 
ſtrangers , who exported our wooll, and An.27, H. 6. It was 
decreed , that till our Cloths were accepted in Brabant, no 
marchandice growing or wronght there ſhould be brought in- 
to Englandupon pain of forteiture. | 

F. 10,3. E. 4. An ad was made concerning exportation of 
wooll, and then: .it was likewiſe ordered; that no cloth 
wrought beyond' Sea ſhould be brought into Zxg/and : none 
ſhould buy woolls ( except he wrought it himſelf ) till at- 
ter Bartholmewtide : and 22.4. 8. not till after the Aſcenſion 
of our Lady : nor a ſtranger before the Purification, no 
woollen yarne or cloth ſhould be exported unfall'd ; and 3. H. 
8. noneundrefled. And.an, 1 of Queen Mary, as alfo in the 
firſt of Queen Z/izabeth their Parliaments gave them 33s 440n 
every ſack of wooll, and every 240 woolfells tranſported by 
a Native: & 3 pound. 65-8: on the ſame tranfported by ſtran- 
gers ; andthis to continue during their lives.  - _-. -© 
B 2 6. 'Ite 
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 $.11. An. 1. Jac. A ſubſidy upon wooll tranſported was 
granted the K7ng tor his life-time : a denizen was to Pay 33s 
44 a ſtranger 3 pound 65 84 for every fack,. And there. has 
not been a Prince from E4. 3, to Ch. 1. whohave not. gained 
conſiderable revenues by the exporting wooll. 
I II. Outof which colle&ions you may obſerve : 

I. That this wooll-trade beyond Sea was alwaies accounted 
a very great advantage both to the Anz and Subjets. Which 
was the reaſon, why it was ſo carefully managed, and more 
laws about ic then any one Subject whatſoever. Nay ſcarce has 
there been any Parliament, fince the beginning of E. 3. where- 
in ſomwhat hath not been eſtabliſhed.concerning it. 

2. That no abſolute prohibition of exporting it was ever e- 
nated till the Reign of Char. 1. nor then, till :6 7. at which 
time neither could he be faid to Reign. Temporary ones in- 
deed there have been ; but thoſe of ill conſequence to the 
Nations | FAN 

3. That ſumptuary laws concerning wearing, vending 
our Cloth, and the like, were alwaies enaQted paripaſſz with 
thoſe concerning wooll-working. For it is very advantagious 
to the Kingdom, that much of it ſhould be ſpent here, Where- 
by many workmen would be maintained”, 'and leſs forein un- 
neceſlary trifles imported, which now take away much of our 
money. 7 ES A tb 

4. Thatit was thought-ſufficient advantageto the Nation 
that they might buy wooll' when-and where they pleaſed ; bur 
whatſoever wooll , ' was fold, (by; Strangers eſpecial- 
ly : ) was not ſold till after a certaintimefixed:Ehat it was not 
to be bought by Brokers ;' that what was bought by forein- 
ers to be exported paid greater'duties then what was bought 
by the Natityes. which cautions alone, if well regulated , 
would render the exportation at this day very advantageous ; 
_ certainly much more then: to let it putrify. and moth-eat in 

our ſtore-houſes..:;3 5 l3 1) Bd bby 3 49043354 5 
5. My next reaſon for the permiſſion of Exportationis, be: 
S cauſe 
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cauſe it will better his Majeſties cuſtomes: for it being impolſz- 
{ible abſolurely to hinder the exportation, (Men naturally in- 
clining to run any hazard rather then apparent beggary, by 
ſuffering their goods' to. periſh in their hands ) the cuſtoms 
muſt Ars. be leſſened. What periſhes unwrought, and 
what is exported by ſtealth ,. pay no cuſtome.. Butbeſides this, 
it was the frequent uſe of our Fathers to help the Prince and 
eaſe the SubjeCt by impoſing taxes upon the wooll Exported. 
Somtimes 505 a pack ; ſometimes more, as occaſion required, 
which was the ordinary way being alſo a moſt eaſy one, of 
eratifying the Prince. If it be anſwered the cuſtomes would 
advance much more if - the 'iwooll; were exported in-manufa-» 
&ure ; we confeſs, and ſeriouſly deſire, that our wooll were 
manufactured, and ſo exported and ſold. Tho this was ne- 
veryet done in Exgland , nordo I think can be. But our que. 
ſtion here is concerning our ſuperfluous wooll : which remains 
after we have here made, or -vended what. wecan; after the 
Cloth-market is furniſhed; or:our: workmens hands. all:em- 

ploied. 1 $63 4 | - 7 ©: Bi; ls ' 3 

. 6, The, reaſon of the decay of Clothing is not exportation 
of wooll as I: C, ſuppoſes: but the: contrary. For.the decay 
(ifany be) is fince-this prohibition : ſo that by hindring this 

we apply a wrong remedy to the. diſeaſe. But it proceedsfrom 
diverſe other cauſes; as firſt, becauſe other Nations have of 

late improved their manufactures, -as we did in Edward the 
thirds time; the Dutch ever {ince. 1616. the French now lately, 
both of them working, very acurately., if.not more ,, then our - 
ſelves, as well as.,more honeſtly;. by. the confefhion of thoſe 
of our.own Nation... Secondly , Cloth isnot ſo much worne 
in theſe partsof the World as formerly. It not being.now 
ſo convenient a wear, as when our fathions.,were conſtant. 

Qur:. Clothes then were made. ſtrong) toendure many years, 

and a great part of the great-mens inventories then were their 

ward-robes left as Legacies tp their beſt Friends;and Children, 
who. did. not deſpiſe to-wear the Clothes of their, Anceſtors, 
py _ ; Where-- 
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Whereas now the Mode hardly enduring two months, ſlight 
ftuffes are ſufficient, Befides, when the cuſtome was for men 
to wear gowns, cloaks, andother looſe garments, ſubſtanti- 
al Cloath was more proper then now itis, for little breeches 
and a cloſe coat. Tofecond which humor of the times Silks 
and Stuffs are imported tn greater abundance , fold ar eafier 
rates, then formerly ; and manufaQtures of them ſetup in our 
own Nation;by which the beautifullett and lighteſt garments 
are become allmoſt thecheapeft alſo, Which 1 fear will ren- 
der it difficult to reconcile the Mode to Cloath , tho much 
to be deſired. *Fhirdly, we have more Sheep in England 
then formerly, becauſe of-the drayning the tens and ocher 
grounds; and the laying down of Tillage , for the cheapneſs 
of Corn till theſe rwo late years. Fourthly , 7r;/b Cattle be- 
ing prohibited, they breed more Sheep; and bring 1n more 
wooll into England, beſides what they fend beyond Sea: 
which will infallibly bring our lands in Z»gl/andas low as thoſe 
in Ireland, i. e. toas lowa rent, and toas few years value in 
the purchas, nay lower: if they be ſuffered, Firit to glur Fg. 
gland with their wooll; and then to furniſh the-markets be- 
youd-ſea; yet we prohibited the ſame priviledge:which is our 
preſent condition. And undoubtedly the forbidding 1/þ 
Cattle has been of traſt inconvenience, not only tothe belt of 
England , the feeding-lands; but to it all in general. By leſ- 
ſening the value of our Wooll : in which even the breeding- 
lands receive more lots by the low price of their wooll, then 
they reap advantage by this AR in the price of their Cattle. 
this A alſo is injurious to theNation by ſending our own and 
forein Merchant Ships to ViQtual in /reland; by the want of 
returns from thence ; by loſs of our Trade for Hopps , Hides, 
Butter, Cheeſe,8&c. which trades now are taken up by the 1r:/þ 
tothe ruine of many Counties of Enpland'; by diſcouraging 
Navigation for it is ſaid 100 of our Ships were continually 
employedin this Traffick' of lean: Cattle. And laftly by dif- 
couraging our Clothicrs and other manufacturers 3 who _ 
£i-# | they 
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| they muſtlive out of their labours,the dearer they pay for tkeic 


diet the more they mult have for their work, This /r:/h Act 
cherefore| making our Beet dear, yer the Dutch having it 
from ireland delivered in Hollend for about apenny a pound, 
they may afford their Cloth cheaper then poſlibly we can : 
which will ſpeedily enable them to get from us allo our forein 
Clothing-trade, and be an irreparable damage to this King= 
dom : it the Parliament in their wiſdome do not prevent it. 
Thus this AR, which in its preface deſigns the advancing our 


rents & enriching England, has leſicued and impoyeriſhed both; 


has compelled Treland to ſeek a way to live without us; has 
made italmoſt independent of Eng/and; has infine almoſt ruin- 
ed both Nations: but to our purpoſe. Fifthly , Iomit the 
many deceits in Cloth-making , which F.C. confeſſeth to 
have been of late ſo very much praQiſed, that our Clothes 
looſe greatly of their ancient reputation 'beyond-ſea to the 
infinite prejudice of our Trade: and I have bin informed that 
this was the firſt occaſion , which put the F72nch upon makin g 
Clothes and Stuffs of their own. But for the various abuſes of 
this kind I refer you to a little Book called the Gold?n Flere 
by 7.8. and I am informed that the Dutch , taking occaſion 
from our diſhoneſt work-manſhip, have vended their own 
worſt Cloth for right Zzel:þCloth ; and thereby have got 
from us much of our trade,and great reputation to themſelves. 
Sixthly, the Sword, Plague, forein Colonies , and repe- 
opling 7reland have of late years much diminiſhed our ſtock of 
People: therefore the conſumption of the commodities is leſs. 
for if we do not vend our wooll-manufaRuresthe reaſon muſt 
be ; either becauſe we make more of them, or becauſe there 
is lefs of them uſed then formerly. If we make more (as ſome 
with good reaſon think we do ) the trade increaſeth zand tho 
itbeing in many hands, particular perſons grow not ſo rich, 
yet the Clothing in general flouriſheth, and the greater num- 
bers are ſet on work. But the contrary to this 7 C. ſeems: to 
affirm, He muft therefore grant we waat yent for our Cloth 
when: 
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Whereas now the Mode hardly enduring two months, flight 
ftuffes are ſufficient, Beftdes, when the cuſtome was for men 


_ to wear gowns, cloaks, andother looſe garments, ſubſtanti- 


al Cloath was more proper then now itis, for little breeches 
and a cloſe coat. To ſecond which humor of the times Silks 
and Stuffs are imported in greater abundance , fold ar eaſier 
rates, then formerly; and manufattures of them fet up in our 
own Nation;by which the beautifullett and lighteſtgarments 
are become allmoſt thecheapeft alſo. Which 1 fear will ren- 
der it difficult to reconcile the Mode to Cloath, tho much 
to be deſired. 'Fhirdly, -we have more Sheep in England 
then formerly, becauſe of-the drayning the tens and other 
grounds; and the laying down of Tillage , for the cheapneſs 
of Corn till theſe two late years. Fourthly , 7ri/þ Cattle be- 
ing prohibited, they breed more Sheep; and bring 1n more 
wooll into Englayd, beſides what they fend beyond Sea: 
which will infallibly bring our lands in Z»glandas low as thoſe 
in Ireland, i. e. toas-lowa rent, and toas few years value in 
the purchas, nay lower: if they be ſuffered, Firit to glur Fg. 
gland with their wooll; and then to furniſh the-markets be- 
yond-ſea; yet we prohibited the ſame priviledge:which is our 
preſent condition. And undoubtedly the forbidding 1z/þ 
Cattle has been of faſt inconvenience, not only tothe belt of 

England, the feeding-lands; but to it all in general. By leſ- 

ſening the value of our Wooll : in which even the breeding- 

lands receive more lofs by the low price of their wooll then 
they reap advantage by [this A& in the price of their Cattle. 
this A@ alſo is injurious to theNation by ſending our ownand 

forein Merchant Ships to Victual in /reland; by the want of 

returns from thence ; by loſs of our Trade for Hopps , Hides, 
Butter, Cheeſe,&c. which trades now are taken up by the Ir: 

tothe ruine of many Counties of Enpland:; by diſcouraging 
Navigation for it is faid- 100 of our Ships were continually 
employed in this Traffick of lean- Cattle. And laftly by dif- 

couraging our Clothicrs and other manufacturers 3 who o_ 
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they muſt live out of their labours,the dearer they pay for their 
diet the more they muſt have for their work, This /r;/h Acc 
therefore! making our Beef dear, yer the Dutch havin & it 
from Jrelanddelivered in Holaxd for about apenny a pound, 
they may afford their Cloth cheaper then pollibly we can : 
which will ſpeedily enable them to get from us allo our forein 
Clothing-trade, and be an irreparable damage to this King= 
dom : it the Parliament in their wiſdome do not prevent it, 
Thus this A, which in its preface deſigns the advancing our 


rents & enriching England, has leffened and impoyeriſhed both; 


has compelled 1reland to ſeek' a way to live withoat us; has 
made it almoſt independent of Zng/and; has infine almoſt ruin- 
ed both Nations: but to our purpoſe. Fifthly , Tomit the 
many deceits in Cloth-making , which I. C., confeſſeth to. 
have been of late ſo very much practiſed, that our Clothes 
looſe greatly of their ancient reputation beyond-ſea to the 
infinite prejudice of our Trade : and I have bia informed that 
this was the firſt occaſion , which put the Z7ench upon makin g 
Clothes and Stuffs of their own. But for the various abuſes of 
this kind I refer you to a little Book called the Gold?y Fleece 
by 7.S. and Iam informed that the Dutch , taking occaſion 
from our diſhoneſt work-man{hip, have vended their own 
worlt Cloth for right Znghfh Cloth ; and thereby have gor: 
from us much of our trade,and great reputation to themſelves. 
Sixthly, the Sword, Plague, forein Colonies , and repe- 
opling 7reland have of late years much diminiſhed our ſtock of 
People: therefore the conſumption of the commodities is leſs. 

for if we do not vend our wooll-manufaQures,the reaſon muſt 

be ; either becauſe we make more of them , or becauſe there 
is leſs of them uſed then formerly. If we make more (as ſame 

with good reaſon think we do ) the trade increaſeth z and tho 
itbeing in many hands, particular perſons grow not ſo rich, 

yet the Clothing in general flouriſheth , and the greater num- 
bers are ſet on work, But the contrary to this JC. ſeems: to 

affirm, He muft therefore grant we waat yent forour Cloth 

{ons kg ; when: 
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'when-made. But will the prohibicing exportation.cauſe more 
vent? if the Dutchcan work cheaper, better , and\ more ho- 
neſtly then we, willthey not underſel us, and ſteal away our 
trade ? If the French can make ſtuffs of their own ( as both 
:they and the Du#rch do ) without our wooll, andp rohibite 
our Cloth to be ſold amongſt them, ſhall we force them to 
buy of us? If the alians and French make and ſell multi- 
tudes of fine and gaudy filks at a cheap rate, can we perſwade 
pzople not to prefer them ? But if we want either hands to 
work the vaſt ſtocks of our own wooll, and that which day- 
Iy overwhelms us'from 7re/and, or ventto diſpoſe of it, what 
muſt becomeof the fuperfluity of our woo'l ? Muſt the Far- 
mer- and Grafier bear- all the loſs * No, the Land-lord muſt 
abate of his rent, or the farm thrown into his hands ; the 'Te- 
nant. being poor, half ruined by his loſſes, his Land-lord 
takes the farm, and at length having to his Tenants misfor- 
Tunes, added thoſe  inconveniencies- of entruſting ſervants , 


&c. He miiſt' ſplit on the ſame rock; his wooll lies on his 


hands till he comes into debt, and in'fine the farm muſt be 
ſold , ſince the wooll bears no price; - Butthe yearly value is 
fo much fallen, and there is ſo much land to be ſold on. the 
ſame ſcore , that he deſpairs ofa chapman, &c. And this is 
our preſent condition. 

7. This beating down the price of wooll is prejudicial even 
to the ManufaQturers themſelves; becauſe if wooll be cheap, 
the produdt of it muſt be ſo too. Cloth muſt bear a proporti- 
onto the value of wooll: or if itdothnot, the diſadvantage 
is on' the Clothiers fide. His commodity being ever cryed 
down beyond meaſure when wooll is cheaper, Beſides the leſs 
money a trades-man turns for the ſame commodity , the leſs 
muſt be his gains. The Clothier then making the ſamequan- 
tity of Cloth as formerly ,” and as good., ſelling it for leſs , 
has none to revenge himſelf-on, bur the Grazier,, .and the 

oor workman ,, who muſt then wotk harder or abate of his 


already too poor wages, Who then gains by. this —_ : 
| they 
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they only whoare.ſoecager againit the Exportatioftzof Woall 5 
a ſort of Men, who. cail themſelves Merchants of the ſtaple;; 
but are inerath-only: brokers:.( thoſe Caterpillers of ttade;and 
{worn Enemies to/poor Menz: who make their cheif gain of 0s 
ther mens neceſlities;). theſe are ſure to get-both by. buyer and 
ſeller, whoſoever looſes, To the Clothier they complain thar 
there is no vent for Cloth, that wooll is ſo cheap they may 
have Cloth for nothing , till they. have bought it at their own 
rates: but'when they come: to ell-it tothe Draper or Mer- 
chant , they then. change theirnote. Wooll fodear that _ 
Clothiers can hardly go tothe price of it &c:Theſcand a thous 
ſand other artifices they ufe to ſcrape from both fides. ' 7 / ?« 
IV. Toſome of theſe reaſons. C. pretends to anſwer, 
tho in ſuch a manner as 'tis hard to conceive what the Man 
would fay. 'To what has been ſaid concerning the Farmeranq 
Graziers not being able to pay their rent, &c. From which 
ſo many ill conſequences follow z I think he an{wers:'-thax 

the principal comodity, out of which they raiſe their rent, is 
not wooll but the Carcas and corn; and that the more Men 
are {et oh work, the more corn and fleſh is ſpent ; ſothe farmers 
and graziers mouths are made np that way, To which it, is 
eaſily replied, that a Farmer makes not up his rent out of his 
principal, but all, his comodities: -and it isan illargument,, 
this is not the principal advantage or profit, therefore you 
may part from it. Beſides Farmers have familiesalfo , which 
muſt be maintained , their Widows muſt not be ſtaryed, nor. 
their Daughters married without: lome portions. \ Suppoſe 
the ſmaller profits be laid afide for theſe : yet let me tell-you 
that a Grazier , whoſe ftock-do's not confift more then uſually 
of beaſts , muſt pay at leaſt half, and in ſome Counties all , his 
Rent with the price of his Wooll; 'or he will live very uncom- 
fortably, But in that great rot which-happened about 5 years 


- - ayve, 11 moſt part of England (and the like may happen a- 


gain, for which ſome proviſion ought to bemade 1n good: 


What 


years) I beſeech you , which was the: principal comadity.2. « ++ 
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What was the fleſt worth? And for Corn; the:low price of 
woott hath made ſo mary apply to husbandry,, thit ufnally 
corn do's hardly | bear any price wherewith to pay: his rent. 
What he faies of the great number of people ſet on work up- 
onthe ſuperfluvons: Woolt, that would make. fleſh and Corn 
dear; is ſorely in mockery ofthe poor laborious Farmers and 
Graziers, Who preſently imagine ſome great Inundation of 
new men; hke Locuſts', yet with mogey in their purtes.; that 
would preſently buy up and devour alt the frutsofthergroand: 
and'even their wooll alſo for: their backs, as'well as vi&tuals 
for their bellies, But upon examimation they'tfind no' encreas 
of Men by this mighty manufacarez: but fome few. hands,now 
employed ir other work, to turn to weaving, ſpintiing, Bec: 
They! find fio more bellies nor backs then formerly, and 


their corn at as low a price as it was before.; Corn .Ifay, for 


the Clothiets wages willnot mych enricheitherButcher or 
Grazier, - T | WET: orient 


2. Another obje&ion againſt what has been ſaid z.is the 


great number maintained by the wooll-matufacture :: four 
fifts of the Nation, ſaith 77 C. which except he take in the 
Farmers & Graziers is an extravagant propartion,: But this ob- 
jeQivn'is wholly impertinent, - Itis not matcrial to the point 
in hatd how many are maintained by wooll-work, . but how 
many more would be maintained by: working up the ſupertlu- 
ous'wooll , that, Imean, which either perifhes or is cfandeſtinly 
as the maintenance 
ought, in any wiſe, to beputin ballancecither with che Far- 
mers atid Graziers, or Getitry and Land- lords of this Nation: 
The Cloth for 6ur own uſe we ſtill ſpend ,and the Merchants 
tranſport more to ſome Countries then formerly;: fo that our 
loſsis only what was uſually ſent into Fravceand /Zolond. 1F;C. 
fajes four fifts of the Nation/areconcerned/inthe intereſt.that 


- "do wethink any Child fo ſimple-as to believe 4 of theſe 
4-iaillicas are concetnedabourthe Exportation of woall ? : f 
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-bhe ſaies he means the whole wbollen-trade , that alfo is ;Falſe. 


But what is that to pur queſtion' about ſuperfluous wooll #:ler 
there be ſtri& laws, and leverely executed, fot:theuſe of wool 
in oux own Nation - ler the{r;fþ Act ifor prohibiting .impor- 
ration of Cattle berepealed , that we may be no more oppreſ- 
ſed with wooll from thence ;: and :it would be found neither 
the-number of workmen, nor of People will be Jefleaed by ex- 
porting our ſuperfluous wooll,, Nay I make a great queſtion, 
whether the number of workmen be leſſened fincethe woollen- 
trade fickned , ' unleſs by fome accident. he that conſiders:the 
number of Silk-workers now in the Nation, (a clothing 
not of that ſubſtanceand duration as Cloth, therefore requires 
more hands , to ſupply us with new ) and that Cloth-workiog, 
which was formerly confined.to Corporations, is now tre- 
quent in Villages: will either be of my opinion, or ſuſpend 
his aſſent to thecontrary : and then what becomes of this greac 
clamor of maintaing ſo many People, andi{ſo many | poor? 
Siace there are not ſo many looſe by exportation of wooll, 
but they may eakily betake themſelves to other callings, /  ; 
' 3” But'concerning maintaining the poor, I have ſaid be- 
fore; that where there smoft manufaQture there is either all- 
waies, or for the moſt part, more poor: the reaſonsareiplain, 
It is rrue indeed that the firſt introducing a manufatare em- 
ploies many poor , but they .ceafe not to be fo ; and the conti- 
nuance of it makes many :. and the departing of it to an other 


| placecaries moſt of them with it. Butthedecay of ic being in- 


ſenſible, the poor by degrees are otherwiſe:provided for, and 
rather. mend their fortunes then make them worſe by the loſs 
of their trade, Burt for the whole Nation , why -is1tnot bet- 
tcr to ſetup ſucha trade as wil employ all our working people, 
increaſe our Shipping, and enrich our Men, then to-endea- 
voura. thing impoſlible, (hindrcing exportation:of :'wooll? } 
force nature*? /ty'i up: the-Sea and; winds ?:to! ftriveiagainſt the 
ftream and'curreanr of the:times*!I mean the Herring-fiſhing, 
which will both make amendsforthe ſmall decay of ourgcloth- 
| C 2 working 
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What was the fleſh worth? And for Corn; the:low price of 
1 woolt hath made ſo many apply to husbandry,, that utfaally 
43 corn do's hardly | bear any price wherewith to pay his rent, 
' What he faies of the great number of people ſet on work up- | 
onthe ſuperfluous. Wooll, that would make. fleſh :and Corn « 
dear; is ſorely in mockery of the poor laborious Farmers and 
Graziers, Who preſently imagine foime great Inundation of 
new men hike Locuſts., yet with mogey in their purtes.; that 
would preſently buy up and devour alt the frutsoftheeground: 
and'even their wooll alſo for. their backs, as'wellas vi&tuats 
for their bellies. But upon examination they'lfind no encreas 
of Men by this mighty manufacare;: but fome few: hands,now 


| employed in other work , to turn to weaving, ſpinnting, Bc: 

b, They'l find io more bellies nor backs then formerly: , and 

i, | their corn at as low a priceas it was before.; Cotn.I ſay, for 

Wy. the Clothiets wages willnot mqch enricheither Butcher ' of 
Grazier. | LY OD 1 og * | 


2. Another objection againſt what has been ſaid ,. is the i 
reat number maintained by the wooll-manufacture :; four : 
tt. fts of the Nation, ſaith JZ7 C. which except he take jin the 
7 Farmers & Graziers is an extravagant propartion.: But this ob- 

[' Rion'is wholly impertinent. - Itis not material to the point 
in hafid how many are maintained by wooll-work,. but how 
many more would be maintained by. working up the ſuperflu- 
$01 If ous'wooll , that, Imean, which either perifhes or is clandeſtialy 
LAOTIVN exported, ' And theſe are'not ſo mary. as the maintenance 
(7W0 ought, in any wiſe, to beput in ballancecither with the Far- 
mers afid Graziers, or Getitry and Land: lords of this Nation. 

The Cloth for 6ur own uſe we ſtill ſpend ,and the Merchants 
tranſportmiore to ſome Countries then formerly: fo that our 
loſsis only what was uſually ſent into Fravceand {Zoland. 17, C. 
faies four fifts of rhe Nation/areconcerned' inthe intereſt.chat | 
wooll b&fiot exported. Zoyden irfelf contains about 5 Sebritif.cdrd) 
ons, do we think any Child'fo ſimpſe-as to believe 2 of theſe 
4-aillicas are concetnedaboutthe Exportatibn of woall ? : q 
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-be ſaies he means the whole wbollen-trade , that alfo is Falſe. 


But whaz is chat to pur queſtion; about ſuperfluous wooll &ler 
there be ſtri&k laws, and teverely executed, foti:theuſe of wool 
in our own Nation : let the{r:fþ Aﬀtifor prohibiting impor- 
rationof Cattle be repealed , that we may be no more oppreſ.- 
fed with wooll from thence ;: and it would be found neither 
the.number of workmen, nor of People willbelefſeaed _— 
porting our ſuperfluous wooll,, Nay I make a great queſtion, 
whether the number of workmen be leſſened fincethe woollen- 
trade fickned , | unleſs by fome accident. he that conſiders'the 
greatnumber of Silk-workers now in the Nation, (a clothing 
notof that ſubſtanceand duration as Cloth, therefore requires 
more hands , to ſupply us with new ) and that Cloth-working, 
which- was formerly confined.to Corporations ,- is now tre- 
quent in Villages : will either be of my opinion, or ſuſpend 
his aſſent to thecontrary : and then what becomes of this greac 
clamoc of maintaing ſo many People, andiſo mary | poor? 
Since there are not ſo many looſe by exportation of wooll, 
but they may eaſily betake themſelves to other callings. ; 

' 3. Buticoncerning maintaining the poor', Ihave ſaid be- 
fore; that where there ismoft manufacture there is either all- 
waies, or for the moſt part, more poor: the reaſonsarei plain, 
It is true indeed that the firſt introducing a manufactare em- 
ploiesmany poor , but they ceafe not to be fo ; aid the conti- 
nuance of jt makes many :. and the departing of it to an other 
placecaries moſt of them with it. Butrhedecay of ic being in- 
ſenſible, the poor by degrees are otherwile(provided for, and 
rather. mend their fortunes then make them worſe by the loſs 
of their trade. Burt for the whole Nation , why -is1tnot bet- 
tcr to ſetupſucha trade as wil employ all our working people, 
increaſe our Shipping, and enrich our Men, then: tocendea- 
voura thing impoſlible, (hindring exportation:of 'wooll* } 
force nature*? /ty''up- the-Sea- and; winds 2:to| ftriveagainſt the 
ſtream and'currenr of the:times*:I mean the Herring-fiſhing, 
which will both make amendsforthe ſmall decay of ourdloth- 
| C 2 working 
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working, .and:revenge our ſelves againſt the Datch for fteal- 
mgour:manufatture ; *by fairly andyuſtly making. uſe ofowr 
own libertyand:/power'towhich nature'has by our fituation ſo 
long- invited us.-Our Cloth. working may again return, as all 
things and all trades have their ebbs and flows. Were not our 


Archers in ancient times the great glory of the Nation? re- 


nowned for gaining/ many ſignal battles againſt our Egemies? 


| what laws have we tor importing bow-ſtaves ? and what great 


number of Families were maintained by that trade,&c.where- 
as.now neitherare there Archers,nor bowyers,nor bow-ſtaves, 
hardly. in the whole Kingdom.  Iwjth we do not too ſoon re- 
pent the diſuſe of rhuſe our famous weapons: to prevent which 
Q. Eliz.,us<d her endeavour bothby laws: and encouragement 
(and to ſecond her, Sr. 7ho. Smith writ an ingenious book'in 
commendation of Archery) the loſs of which weaponT rather 
lament ther hope to: recover. But: thoſe workmen doubtleſs 
provided themſelves other trades as Archery decaied: and this 


.age feels no want of emploiment from that decay : neither will 
the next from that of clothing, - Buc cloth may gs Come 


again into requeſt, andthenthe tentered, thin Datch-clotb;the 
light ſearges of France,and the effeminate Silks-of /#aly may be 
deſpiſed. Perhaps alſo ( which 1 ſee his Majeſty moſt prudently 
endeavours) ſome ney trading place may be diſcoyered, which 
may take offour Cloth in greater abundance; then :Frayce or 
Holland did.''Or if this happen not , yet by applying our ſelves 
to fiſhing, we ſhallin ſhort time think our preſent: failure an 
happy increaſe. "Our woolthas:ever:beemn accounted the grear 
riches ofthe Kingdom. B y: Pol. Firgzt Englaidis call d. terra de 
lana , and our wool the Golden-fleece; by reaſon'of the great 
quantity of Gold and Silver whichcamem yearly to buy x; Yer 
in the Sea at our doores lie: greater: treaſures __ 11,0ur wool: 
if we were notſoflothful as to'ſuffer our neighbours to:Rob us 

ofit,' whilſt we ſtand idletpettators:oFoar raine..} 
'4;\ It salſfoobjetted that the: Frexchand Dutrh may in time 
workus outof trading in other parts by:unlerlefling us : wy 
7 e | under- 


(22 ) 
undermine 1s;; *tis true, not by underſelling us. conftantly; 
but by underſelling us chiefly at fir{t;-and; their trading beiny 
in-ſacieties and; companies their. loſſes areſharedambogtt 
many, that a ſmall one is hardly felt by any. wherefore- if 
they find we-have a-fettled-rrade incany:place;; they ſell &rft 
to:their. own loſs, ahd when by. this: means they haye-beaten 
-us Qut,, they- raiſe their price. :higher then we: did.; Which 
prohibiting exportation will not hinder: there being no way 
of blowing up this mine of theirs, but by fuch-a-cquntermine 
of our owns: If the: Dazeh have: either: mare: Skill-1 making 
Clothy or by faring.more hardly, or having provifion.cheap- 
er from 1reland,and taking leſs fraight, can affordtheir Gloth 
cheaper z they muſt of neceſſity in time beat us out of trade , 
unlels we learn to work or - live as they do.- But fall the ſus 
perfluous wooll hada good price, and good cultome ſet-ups 
o1it, would it not be a good antidote againit this underlel- 
ling us ? lam ſure it would againſt their underſelling'us by 
whac they - make of our wooll, and far better then endeayour- 
ing to force the ſtream and fighting with Lnpoſſbility, : - 

5. It has been demanded by ſome; fince our Clathierscan- 
not work out'our woolls,, what 15s become of the- wagll which 
lay on the Graziers hands in £An.1666:at which time, ſay they, 
there was as great quantity. unſold as at, preſent; "Tho this 1 
might in pars deny: yet. I will grant.,/ that greatquantities did 
then ly upon our hands; becauſe during the War and-the 
plague there was tictle of 1t-wroughtlin'our own: andileſs/ex- 
ported into forgin Countries-z>the:King:of! Fratiteac that time 
commanded all the Engliſh wooll which came into his fdgmini; 
ons ( which was no ftnall quantity.) tobe: burnt fot fear of 
infe&tion. | And therefore the Waraud Plague rceafing;, our 
wooll was again-in! greater; meafure-traaſpartedto. foreiers 
then before. It.can not therefore be concluded. that. oyy Clo- 
thiers can manufattureall the Wooll of. England; beeanſe! at 
thisjuncure we had'more;,. and afterwardslcis wobllupetomr 


hands, But we fill looſe the point whichis concerazng ſtper- 
| | 177 31 1 lugs 
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finons wooll only, if the Clothiers can' work it” all, let:them 


doit ; wwe ſhall all rejoiceat it: if they cannot; I kope they will 
acknowledge theinſelvesunreaſorableifthey oppoſe what 'we 


requeſt. : © bY SL 5 VG CE k OL OTO 2:5 | ; | 
5:6) /Laftly they-uyge chat the French cannot make any , ex- 
cepryery courſe Cloth; withourourwooll: Which'i deny and 


# » 
o 


dpped! to:them; who know-..any thing of the! South parts of 


france, whether they make nor good Cloth at and aboat Car- 
cafſone  Bourgeen' Berry and diverſe other places without the 
helpof onr woolls? Some:7wrky Merchunts/khow! alſo, that 
their Carcaſon Cloth findes'good prices, und many;buyers in the 
Levant. Burgrafitit true, that:they can make bar little be- 
ſides courfe cloth without our wooll, and ſuppoſe it were poſ- 
fible to keep our wooll from them , 'yet it they will be content 
to wear their own courle Cloth ( as moſt certainly they will 
and muſt ) rather then buy ours, what fhall the not-exporting 
wooll advantage the Clothier or the Merchant ? I would fain 
ask thoſe who are ſo unwilling to have wooll exported , whe- 
ther they will give. ſecurity to take of all the wooll yearly 
growingin the Nation ata reaſonable rate, ſuppoſe ro.poand 
er Pack : bur if they refuſe, let them-not think it reaſonable 
the poor Grazier, and Farmor, or indeed the Land-lord muſt 
bear all the loſs and damage. "Tis too great aburthen on them, 
who already bear the'cheit-and almoſt oaly butthen of the Na- 
tion fo Tre COON 2 "R.. 
'2V; For: remedy. 'ofall the diſorders inthis matter, 'T ſhall 
ropoſe' nothing: but what T' conceive thelawsofthe Nation 


4nd AttsofParliament enjoin; As,"\ \1" 


. 


rt; That thoſe, who work up our woolt in England may buy 
when and whete'they pleaſe, and as cheap as they can. 

2; That no broker” ori foreſtaller ſhall be ſuffered to buy 
wootl; bat tharitſhall be bought-cither by the Clothier him- 
Felf) oethe Exporter;' but not by any'man tolell it again in 
Englandunlefs in fuch Towns as Halifax, &c.' Wherethe poor 
workmen are-not'/able'tobay-any confiderable quantities , as 
formerly it was. 3. The 
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| 3+ That no Mexchant firanger; ſhall be ſaffexedita buy any 
Wooll till All-$aints or St. Martins: day: but their any.: may 
buy and export what they pleaſe. | oo on on os 

4. That every ſack of Wooll;thar is exported, ſhall pay.ſuch 
cultomes to the:Xzyg as the Parliament,.in theix wilder ſhall 
think meet, BE. TT ENS TER 

5, That no Man under ſuch a. degree as ſhall. be jadged 
meet ſhall wear other then woollen outward gazments, .  , .,., 

6. Thatall forein woollen aud Silk-manutacures. whatever 
be confilcates: js 6 algo i  e Dvcrvilgh viuoin Slogr 
- 7. That proviſion be. made for vending ons, Cloth. beyond 
Sea: and a probibition tnadeof the: Qumoſines coming. p 
ſuch Gountries as refuſe our Cloth as the Parliament ſha 
think fir, according to the example of former times. 

8. That the /r// wooll be prevented from coming into 
Ergland, unleſs in order to itsfale to ſtrangers, 

9. That the multitude of Ads for Cloth-working be re- 
duced into one plain, clear law remedying the innumerable a- 
buſes in mingling, Carding , Spinning, Weaving, Scour- 
ing, Milling, Rowing, Tentring, Dying, &c, Which 
done, it *twill be eaſy to prevent exporting undrefled and un- 
dyed Clothes. Of which Sr. Walter Raleigh juſtly complains, 
as prejudicial to the Kingdom, 

10. That the Aulnager may be countenanced in, and be 
put in mind of, dgely exxcuring” his office 3.mot ſuffering. his 
ſeals to be ſold by dozens to Clothiersand Shearmen to tix to 
their own Clothes at their pleaſure, without being meaſured 
or viſited, 

11, That no Engliſh-man be permitred to ſet up for himſelf 
in relation to clothing till he have ſerved 7 years apprentice- 
ſhip at the trade, Which will leſſen the out-cry of Clothiers 
for wantof work, encourage honeſt and skilful work-wen, 
and give credit to the employment, which now is diſgraced by - 
thoſe whom ignorance, not an ill trade, reduces to neceſlity. 
and finally it will give reputation to our Cloths) which for 


want. 
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wantof ithave mach loſt heir yeat beyond-ſezas well AC in 
buriowh Nations : vb winelh 2 {7 
| 12. That for encceaſe of our Peoplea vollmeary 7 #egiler be 
mitted, andliberty*, * angertt to buy lagds, 
> fet' np manufatture theleploaturs, 3 tolive with free- 
dom, liberty ,and the privileds ,of E ng/j/b-men. Following in 
this the excellent example of great King Eg, 3*that there” be 
care taken-to prevent idleng(s', 16 Fequent' in this Nation 
fince Qzvn Elixabethr'AGQts: fox-releiving beggars: a- thing 
moſt pioully deſigned z yet proving an encouragement to the1- 
very 26d 1d dleneſs, 2'Cchargero theinduſtrious inhabitants of 
eray Pariſh 5nd) WR wks whole Nation, - Rr DG 
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